
 

Clerihan N.S. Homework Policy 

 

AIMS: 

 To provide a link between home and school. 

 To consolidate work already done in the classroom. 

 To revise certain curricular areas. 

 To help the child to study independently. 

 To develop a child's concentration skills. 

Homework is meant to be achievable by the child, based on preparation in class. 

Children are expected to do their homework to the best of their ability. 

How often is homework given? 

Homework will usually be given on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursday, but 

generally not on Fridays. There are two exceptions: If homework has been neglected 

during the week or for disciplinary reasons; homework may be given at weekend. 

Sometimes, at the discretion of the teachers or Principal, homework may be given off as 

a treat or reward or in acknowledgement of some special occasion. 

Content of homework: 

 Ideally, homework will contain a balance between reading tasks, written 

assignments and learning tasks. Some computer work may be assigned. 

 It is the policy of the school that homework should be regular, challenging, 

stimulating and varied. 

 Homework may, at the discretion of class teacher, be started in class and finished 

off at home. 

 Children often feel that reading and learning assignments is not real homework. 

Parents can play an important role in listening to reading and items to be 

learned ensuring that the work is done well. 

 Homework will gradually increase as pupils progress through the school.  

How much time should be given to homework? 

The following are guidelines for time spent at homework. Different children will 

complete the same homework in different lengths of time. Quality of work produced is 

very important. 

 

Junior Infants: Up to 10 minutes 

Senior Infants: Up to 20 minutes 

First Class: Up to 25 minutes 

Second Class: 20-30 minutes 

Third Class: 20-30 minutes 

Fourth Class: 30-35 minutes 

Fifth Class: 30-40 minutes 

Sixth Class: 30-45 minutes 

 

Irish homework will not be given to a pupil who holds an Irish exemption.  

 

Homework will not be issued for prolonged periods of absence, e.g. holidays during the 

school year. This is to support our attendance strategy and discourage non-attendance.  



 

Supplementary homework outside of differentiated homework will not be issued so as to 

avoid fostering negative attitudes to homework in students. Staff will guide parents as to 

appropriate supports where requested but will not issue additional work as part of 

homework. 

Parental help: 

Parents can help their children with their homework as follows: 

 Providing them with a suitable place and time to do their homework; 

 Preventing interruptions and distractions. 

 Children should write homework themselves and parents should only help when 

a difficulty arises. This difficulty should be resolved by further explanation or 

examples, but not by actually doing the homework for the child. 

 Shared reading is meant to be an enjoyable exercise between parent and child. 

 Parents should check and sign a child's journal/homework sheet every evening. 

 Messages re. homework to the class teacher can be put in the homework journal.  

 Children in older classes can tick off each item of homework as it is completed. 

 Ideally, letters from teachers/Principal to parents should be folded neatly and 

placed in journals for the immediate attention of parents. Parents are advised to 

check journals regularly for such letters. 

Monitoring homework by teacher: 

Ideally teachers like to correct homework every day or as regularly as possible. As pupils 

progress, in order to encourage independent work, homework may be checked by pupils 

themselves under the direction of the teacher. 

When should parents communicate with the teachers re. homework? 

 When a child cannot do homework due to family circumstances or other reasons; 

(refer to school rules). 

 When a child cannot do homework due to lack of understanding. 

 If the time spent at homework far exceeds the recommended amount of time. 

When should homework be done? 

Ideally, homework should be completed early in the early evening and in one sitting 

under appropriate supervision by parents/guardians.  

Approved by: 

Our policy was reviewed by teachers and Parents’ Association and then ratified by the 

BoM on 18/09/2018. It will be reviewed as needed.  

Signed: 

Mr. Eamon Maher 

Chairman, B.O.M. 


